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The Gdeim Izik prisoner’s current situation: A Summary 

Since the beginning of Morocco's occupation of Western Sahara, the Kingdom of Morocco has used 

enforced disappearances, arbitrary arrests, and detention to silence the voices of prominent Saharawi 

activists and those of their community. At present day, 43 Saharawi prisoners of conscience are held in 

Moroccan jails far from their families, many serving life in prison under conditions that amount to a life of 

daily torture. Among these, we find 19 men known as the Gdeim Izik prisoners, having been held on 

arbitrary detention for almost years. 

In response to inhuman treatment, increased isolation, harassment and medical neglect, some of the Gdeim 

Izik prisoners suffering from long-term arbitrary detention recently initiated hunger strikes. These prisoners 

were arbitrarily arrested, tortured, tried and handed long sentences in 2013/2017 following an extraordinary 

month-long protest camp known as Gdeim Izik in 2010 against the Moroccan occupation by thousands of 

Sahrawi civilians. For imprisoned Sahrawi activists, a hunger strike is a last resort in their long resistance. 

Due to continued medical neglect, inhumane living conditions and the effects of torture, whilst already 

having conducted multiple hunger strikes, the life of these prisoners is in grave danger. 

The Geneva Support Group alongside the families of the imprisoned Saharawi activists, persecuted and 

unjustly jailed by Morocco for their political beliefs and their defense of human rights, demand their 

immediate release from prison and for the Kingdom of Morocco to ensure immediate and effective 

implementation of recommendations and opinions rendered by the Office of the UN High Commissioner, 

the UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention and the UN Torture Committee.
1

The situation of the Gdeim Izik 

prisoners gravely aggravated 

itself following their appeal 

trial of 2017 when the prisoners 

on 16 September 2017 were 

dispersed into six different 

prisons in Morocco. Upon 

transferal, the prisoners 

reported to have been subjected 

to physical abuse in the form of 

beatings and to have been held 

in isolation cells.
2

The mistreatment of the prisoners is believed to form reprisals for the prisoner’s open advocacy in favor of 

the right to self-determination during their appeal trial whilst calling for urgent actions by the United 

Nations and human rights organizations, in addition to their withdrawal from the appeal proceedings on 16 

May 2017 in protest of the breach of due process with the courts usage of confessions signed under torture 

and breach of the right to defense and an independent and impartial tribunal. The situation has remained 

alarming for many of the prisoners since their transferal, amounting to the infliction of continuous torture for 

over four years. 

Following the end of the 29-year-long ceasefire between the Kingdom of Morocco and Front Polisario of 13 

November 2020, the situation for imprisoned Saharawi activists dramatically worsened with the prisoners 

being subjected to increased isolation, degrading and inhumane treatment as well as harassment and threats. 

In response to the crackdown and on 1 July 2021, the UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of human 

rights defenders, Ms. Mary Lawlor, issued a statement decrying the clampdown on imprisoned Saharawi 

human rights defenders and their long-term imprisonment framed by grave and uninvestigated allegations of 

torture.

1 Family members of the imprisoned activists on hunger strikes can be contacted for further information and interviews. Contact persons: Ms Tone Sørfonn Moe, 

legal scholar and member the Norwegian Support Committee for Western Sahara, tone@vest-sahara.no / +47 95911243, Mr Hassana Abba, Saharawi human 

rights defenders, the League for the Protection of Saharawi political prisoners held within Moroccan jails, chababchahid@gmail.com / +34 631 80 80 45 
2 See report, Alarming situation regarding the Gdeim Izik Prisoners, Western Sahara/Morocco, November 2017 

Picture of the Gdeim Izik Group inside of the “glass cage” of the Court of Appeals in 

March 2017, prior to the prisoner’s withdrawal from the proceedings on 16 May 2017. 
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Western Sahara and Arbitrary Detention 

According to documentation of the local Saharawi human rights organization, the League for the Protection 

of Saharawi political prisoners held within Moroccan jails, there are currently 43 Saharawi prisoners of 

conscience detained in the Moroccan prisons of Ait Melloul, Tifelt, Kenitra, El Arjat, Bouzarkarn, Asafi, 

Oudaya/Marrakech, Tan Tan and El Aaiún
34

.  These prisoners have in common that they have been

arbitrarily arrested and imprisoned for supporting the right to self-determination of the people of Western 

Sahara -- a right enshrined in numerous UN resolutions.
5

The imprisonment of Saharawi human rights defenders and activists has been widely documented by the UN 

Working Group on Arbitrary Detention. The decisions rendered by this group refer to 24 individual cases of 

imprisoned Saharawi activists.
6

The opinions of the UN Working Group evidence that 

Saharawi activists are being held under arbitrary detention 

solely due to their opinions on the right to self-determination 

for the people of Western Sahara and establish a systematic 

practice by Morocco of the breach of the right to a fair trial, 

including the use of confessions signed under torture, the 

right to defence and the right to be tried in front of an 

independent and impartial tribunal. The Working Group 

concludes that the imprisonment of Saharawi activists 

constitutes racial discrimination due to them being 

Saharawi’s, breaching the equality of human rights. 

The latest decision rendered by the UN Working Group on 

Arbitrary Detention relates to the case of Yahya Mohamed 

Elhafed Iaazza (Opinion No.46/2021
7
), Western Sahara's

longest held prisoner. The opinion, which urged Morocco to 

immediately release Elhafed Iaazza, also confirms the 

systematic use of arbitrary detention to silence the voices of 

Saharawi activists, as well as a systematic pattern of the use 

of confessions signed under torture and the lack of 

independence and impartiality on the part of the Moroccan 

courts when dealing with cases of Saharawi activists.  

Despite the UN Working Group's strong opinions, as well as decisions by the UN Torture Committee and 

communications sent to Morocco by the Office of the UN High Commissioner, the Government of Morocco 

has refused to implement any of these decisions and Saharawi activists thus remain unjustly imprisoned, in 

alarming conditions. Compounding the lack of implementation of decisions is also a systematic pattern of 

acts of reprisal being carried out against the prisoners as punishment for their cooperation with the UN. 

3 Complete overview of prisoners held in Moroccan jails is included as Annex to the present report. The list includes Saharawi activists openly advocating in favor 
of the right to self-determination for the people of Western Sahara, forming the reason for their arrest and detention and is based on the documentation of the 

League for the Protection of Saharawi political prisoners held within Moroccan jails 
4 See overview of imprisoned Saharawi activists in a report of March 2021, The Occupied Territories of Western Sahara and long term detention of Saharawi 
human rights defenders, https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/Documents/Issues/Defenders/longterm-detention-defenders/Submissions/CSOs/36_nscws-aaj-

lpspp-cso-en-morocco-y.pdf , and a joint appeal by 27 Saharawi NGOs calling for the release of all Saharawi political prisoners in light of the COVID-19 crisis, 

https://vest-sahara.s3.amazonaws.com/skvs/feature-images/File/101/5ea2b523bc7f3_PrisonerAppealApr2020Eng.pdf . While Morocco pardoned 5654 prisoners at 
the start of the pandemic, it did not release political prisoners. 
5 The right to self-determination is enshrined in the Universal Charter on Human Rights, in common article 1 of both the ICCPR and ICESCR, and further 

stipulated in Additional Protocol 1 to the four Geneva Conventions. 
6 Reference is made to UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention Opinion No. 39/1996, Opinion No. 4/1996, in Opinion no. 11/2017 concerning Salah Eddin 

Bassir, in Opinion No. 31/2018 concerning Mohamed Al-Bambary, in Opinion No. 58/2018 concerning Ahmed Aliouat, in Opinion No. 60/2018 concerning 

Mbarek Daoudi, Opinion No. 23/2019 concerning Laaroussi Ndour, in Opinion No. 67/2019 concerning the Student Group (14 victims), in Opinion No. 52/2020 
concerning Ali Saadouni, Opinion No. 68/2020 concerning Walid Salek El Batal and Opinion No 46/2021 concerning Yahya Mohamed Elhafed Iaazza. See 

database: https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/detention/pages/opinionsadoptedbythewgad.aspx  
7 Yahya Mohamed Elhafed Iaazza v the Kingdom of Morocco, UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention, A/HR/WGAD/2021/46, 
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/2022-03/A-HRC-WGAD-2021-46-Maroc-AEV.pdf  

“Le Groupe de travail n’est pas convaincu 

que le procès ait été inéquitable du fait de 

la présence de huit coaccusés. Cela étant, 

le Gouvernement n’a pas pleinement 

répondu aux allégations selon lesquelles la 

défense n’a pas eu la possibilité de faire 

entendre des témoins, particulièrement 

ceux pouvant confirmer l’absence de M. 

Iaazza lors de la manifestation. La 

réaction à la déclaration de l’avocat de la 

défense au sujet de Tan-Tan porte à croire, 

en outre, que le tribunal n’était pas 

indépendant. Partant, le Groupe de travail 

estime que les droits de M. Iaazza protégés 

par l’article 14 (par. 1, 2 et 3 e)) du Pacte 

ont été violés, et renvoie l’affaire au 

Rapporteur spécial sur l’indépendance des 
juges et des avocats”. 

Yahya Mohamed Elhafed Iaazza v the 

Kingdom of Morocco, UN Working Group 

on Arbitrary Detention, 

A/HR/WGAD/2021/46, Para 102 
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Use of torture and confessions signed under torture 

Through its work, the League has documented and established a 

systematic pattern of the use of confessions signed under coercion 

and/or torture as the main piece of evidence used against 

Saharawi activists. This practice has been confirmed by the 

jurisprudence of the Office of the UN High Commissioner, the 

UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention and the UN Torture 

Committee,8 also echoed by Human Rights Watch.
9

According to the modus operandi identified in the cases of 

Saharawi activists, the victims are commonly arrested but not told 

the reason for their arrest; they are not served a warrant before 

they are taken to the local police station and thus do not know the 

reason they are being detained. At the local police station, they 

are held incommunicado and deprived of their right to contact 

counsel and call their families. For periods lasting from one to 

four days, the activists are subjected to torture and forced to sign 

confessions on trumped up charges unrelated to their activism, 

including assault, destruction of property and even murder. These 

confessions are later used against the activists in criminal 

proceedings, marred by the breach of the right to defence, 

equality of arms and the right to be tried in front of an 

independent and impartial court. Despite allegations of torture 

raised in consecutive proceedings, investigation is commonly not 

ordered by the court and the confessions are used as basis for 

lengthy prison sentences. 

Prison conditions 

Saharawi political prisoners are held in prisons within 

Morocco proper, commonly far away from their families, in 

violation of Article 76 (1) of the Fourth Geneva 

Convention. This systematic practice of transferring 

Saharawi prisoners from the occupied territories of Western 

Sahara to Morocco started in conjunction with the Saharawi 

uprising of May 2005, called Intifada May. The transfer of 

Saharawi political prisoners increases their isolation and is 

compounded by limited time on the prison phone. 

Saharawi political prisoners is also subject to racial 

discrimination on the basis of being Saharawi, as well as 

reprisals for their opinions in support of the right to self-

determination for the people of Western Sahara, with prison 

authorities arbitrarily curtailing or denying them rights: for 

instance, less time on the phone or on the courtyard, no 

access to the library or to the right to study, or family visits 

are cut off.  This in addition to constant monitoring/surveillance, harassment, ill treatment, denial to medical 

care and threats by prison guards. The treatment of the prisoner constitutes a violation of Article 10 of the 

ICCPR and sometimes amounts to a life of daily torture. 

8 CAT/C/MAR/CO/4, Committee against Torture, Consideration of reports submitted by States parties under Article 19 of the Convention, concluding 

observations of the Committee against torture (2011); A/HRC/22/53/Add 2, Report of the Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading 
treatment or punishment, Juan E Méndez, Mission to Morocco (2013). A/HRC/27/28/Add5, Report of the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention. Mission to 

Morocco (2013) 
9 Human Rights Watch, 21 June 2013, “Just Sign Here”, Unfair Trials Based on Confessions to the Police in Morocco, 
https://www.hrw.org/report/2013/06/21/just-sign-here/unfair-trials-based-confessions-police-morocco  

“The Special Rapporteur received 

numerous complaints indicating a 

pattern of excessive use of force in 

repressing demonstrations and in 

arresting protestors or persons 

suspected of participating in 

demonstrations calling for self-

determination of the Sahrawi 

population. During the transport to or 

upon arrival at the police station 

arrestees are beaten, insulted and 

forced to reveal names of other 

protestors. The Special Rapporteur 

expresses concern about the alleged 

abandonment of the victims in rural 

areas after the assaults. Reports 

indicate that these practices are aimed 

at punishing and intimidating 

protestors in order to prevent further 

support for the call for independence.”  

The Special Rapporteur on Torture and 

other cruel, inhuman or degrading 

treatment or punishment, Juan    

M nde , after visiting Western Sahara in 

2013. 

Map illustrating the different prisons where Saharawi 

political prisoners are being held.  
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The Gdeim Izik Prisoners and the use of hunger strikes 

Between October 9 and November 8, 2010, thousands of Sahrawis from El Aaiún, Boujdour, Dakhla and 

Smara left their residences to settle in temporary camps on the outskirts of these towns, creating the Gdeim 

Izik protest camp. This collective mobilization was intended to peacefully protest against the economic and 

social discrimination suffered by Sahrawis at the hands of the Moroccan occupying authorities. 

In its report of 2011, the UN Secretary General concluded that, due to its size, the apparent unification of the 

Saharawi people, and their social demands related to the right to benefit from their own natural resources 

based on the right of self-determination; the camp had the “potential to alter the conflict´s status quo” 10 In 

response, and on November 8, 2010, when between 10 and 15 thousand men, women and children were 

living in the camp, the Moroccan authorities brutally dismantled it and made hundreds of arrests. The vast 

majority of them were tortured in El Aaiún police stations and were later released. 

A total of 25 prominent Saharawi human rights defenders, activists, journalists, political activists and jurists 

was not released and was later brought in front of the Moroccan courts and sentenced to lengthy prison 

sentences ranging from three years to life in prison. This group of prisoners is known as the “Gdeim Izik 

Group”. Currently, 19 of the members of the Gdeim Izik group remain in prison serving 20 years to life (the 

Gdeim Izik Prisoners). 

The Gdeim Izik Group's members were first brought in front 

of a Military Court in 2013 before their case was brought in 

front a civilian court in 2016/2017. The different members 

of the group were accused of participation in and aiding a 

criminal organization or accused of violence against public 

forces with the cause of death or accused of participation in 

violence against public forces.
11

As echoed by Human Rights Watch, Amnesty 

International
12

 and the UN Special Procedures in a joint

communication of July 2017 (AL Mar 3/2017)
13

, the

proceedings conducted against the Gdeim Izik Group did not 

meet the necessary requirements of due process. These 

observations were also confirmed in trial observations 

reports, with the former President-Rapporteur of the UN 

Working Group on Arbitrary Detention, Professor Mads 

Andenas concluding, “The convictions were not based on 

sufficient evidence. The reports by the police and the 

gendarmerie have been relied on as evidence; the defence 

has not been able to challenge it. The detainees have been 

subjected to torture. The overt bias in the proceedings, with 

judges who could not control their court against a 

domineering prosecutor and counsel for the victims, was an 

undignified spectacle ”
14

10 Report of the Secretary-General on the situation concerning Western Sahara. S/2011/249. Para 2-10.  
11For details on each of the prisoners in addition to the charges they faced and sentence rendered against them, you may consult the page of Western Sahara 

Resource Watch, available here: : https://wsrw.org/en/news/soon-10-years-of-wrongful-imprisonment-release-gdeim-izik-group-now  
12 Human Rights Watch, Morocco High Court Reviewing Key Western Sahara Case, 8 November 2020, https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/11/08/morocco-high-

court-reviewing-key-western-sahara-case  
13United Nations Special Procedures, Joint Communication by five independent mandate holders, AL MAR 3/2017, 
https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/TMResultsBase/DownLoadPublicCommunicationFile?gId=23226&fbclid=IwAR1_-DNy-

asBo74awPowBXYmPPUKEPuNWAFSb_oevB3VVJ_Ke7RGmo6KVBU  
14 See foreword to ”Observer Report: The 2017 trial against political prisoners from Western Sahara”, Tone Sørfonn Moe (International observer), 21. Sep. 2017», 
https://vest-sahara.no/files/dated/2017-09-26/report_gdeim_izik_21.09.2017.pdf 

“Sans vouloir à ce stade préjuger les faits 

qui nous sont parvenus, de graves 

préoccupations sont exprimées quant aux 

allégations de tortures exercées pendant la 

garde à vue des détenus sous-mentionnés. 

De sérieuses préoccupations sont aussi 

exprimées quant aux allégations de détention 

arbitraire ainsi que des entraves au droit de 

défense des accusés et le manque 

d’indépendance, impartialité et du respect 

envers les accusés de la Cour d’appel de 

Rabat. Des préoccupations sont enfin 

exprimées quant aux dispersements violents 

de rassemblements pacifiques en exercice de 

leur droit de réunion et quant au fait que la 

détention et les procédures judiciaires en 

cours à l’encontre des personnes sous-

mentionnées semblent liées à leur exercice 

de leur droit à la liberté d’opinion et 

d’expression et leur engagement en faveur 

des droits de l’homme des sahraouis” 

United Nations Special Procedures, Joint 

Communication by five independent mandate 

holders, AL MAR 3/2017 
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Protesting the overt bias of the proceedings, the usage of confessions signed under torture and the sudden 

introduction of new evidence and late addition of a third party, the Gdeim Izik Group chose to withdraw 

from the trial on 16 May 2017. With confessions signed under torture serving as the main piece of evidence 

against them, the Gdeim Izik Prisoners were sentenced to prison ranging from 20 years to life in prison on 

19 July 2017 by the Appeal court. Following the decision of the Appeal Court, the situation of the Gdeim 

Izik prisoners swiftly changed to the worse with the prisoners being dispersed into six different prisons, 

reporting both physical and psychological torture, harassment, and increased isolation, amounting to a life of 

daily torture. 

On 25 November 2020, the Moroccan Court of Cassation confirmed the decision rendered by the Court of 

Appeals in Salé in July 2017 against the Gdeim Izik prisoners, thus upholding the lengthy 

prison sentences for the prisoners.
15

 Awaiting the decision, both Amnesty International
16

 and Human Rights

Watch
17

 called on Morocco to ensure a retrial for the 19 defendants, decrying the breach of due process and

a trial marred by torture allegations. Human rights defenders believe that the decision of the Moroccan Court 

of Cassation is linked to the escalation of armed conflict of 13 November 2020 between the two parties and 

thus indicates the lack of independence and impartiality on the Moroccan judiciary when dealing with cases 

of Saharawi activists.
18

 No written judgement has ever been issued by the Court of Cassation, but it is

believed that the oral judgement of the court leaves no other option than royal pardon to free the defendants 

before they complete their terms. 

By now, the Gdeim Izik prisoners have been held under arbitrary 

detention for almost 12 years under alarming prison conditions; 

with all of them having been tortured at the time of their initial 

arrest, conducted multiple hunger strikes and been subjected to 

medical neglect for a prolonged period of time. The torture of the 

Gdeim Izik prisoners and their alarming prison conditions was 

witnessed and documented by the UN Working Group on 

Arbitrary Detention during their country visit in 2013
19

 and also

confirmed by the UN Torture Committee in their decision in the 

case of Naama Asfari (UN CAT Case 606/2014). 

In response to inhuman treatment, increased isolation, 

harassment and medical neglect, several Gdeim Izik prisoners 

suffering from long-term arbitrary detention recently initiated 

hunger strikes. This includes Mohammed Lamin Haddi, 

Mohammed Bourial and most recently, Hassan Eddah and 

Hussein Ezzaoui. The prisoners demand to be treated as political 

prisoners in accordance with the Mandela Rules, including 

medical treatment and the end to inhumane and degrading 

intreatment, whilst demanding their immediate transferral to a 

prison in Western Sahara, in accordance with Article 76 (1) of 

the Fourth Geneva Convention. 

Mohammed Lamin Haddi is held in the Moroccan prison Tifelt together with Abdallah Abbahah and 

Elbachir Khadda. The three activists were transferred to this prison following the judgement rendered by the 

Appeals Court in July 2017. The prisoners have been held in solitary confinement and subjected to arbitrary 

punishment, threats and intimidations for over four years. 

On 13 January 2021, and in response to his daily life of torture and isolation, Mohammed Lamin initiated a 

hunger strike that would last for a total of 69 days. 

15 Western Sahara Resource Watch, Life Sentences confirmed for political prisoners, 25 November 2020, https://wsrw.org/en/news/life-sentences-confirmed-for-
political-prisoners 
16 Amnesty International, Morocco High Court Reviewing Key Western Sahara Case, 8 November 2020, 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2020/11/morocco-high-court-reviewing-key-western-sahara-case/  
17 Footnote 16  
18 This notion was confirmed by the UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention in their decision relating to the case of Walid Salek El Batal (Opinion No. 

68/2020) and that of Yahya Mohamed Elhfaed Iaazza (Opinion No. 46/2021) 
19 Report of the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention. Mission to Morocco (2013), https://www.refworld.org/docid/53eb30eb4.html  

“During my country visit, I met with 

the then 21 imprisoned activists. In the 

visit, the Gdeim Izik prisoners informed 

of torture and ill-treatment, and we 

observed the deteriorating health 

conditions of some of the detainees due 

to the prison conditions. We also 

received information that several of the 

detainees in the Gdeim Izik group 

started hunger strikes, and that their 

health conditions were further 

deteriorating. Their life is now in 

graver danger than ever before, and it 

is urgent that these peaceful activists 

are released from prison”. 

Former Chair Rapporteur of UN Working 

Group on Arbitrary Detention and 

Professor Mads Andenas,  

Prof. Andenas attended the trial of the 

Gdeim Izik prisoners in July 2017 
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Who is the Gdeim Izik group? 

 The Gdeim Izik Group relates to 25 Saharawi men, arrested prior to, during and after the dismantlement of the

Gdeim Izik protest camp in 2010

 The Group consists of prominent human rights activists/defenders and journalists openly advocating for the

right to self-determination for the people of Western Sahara, a non-self-governing territory under partial

occupation by Morocco.

 After their arbitrary arrest and torture, the Gdeim Izik-group was charged with the forming of a criminal

organization and the murder of 11 members of the civil forces.

 The group was first condemned by the Military Court of Rabat in 2013, before the case was referred to the

Appeal Court of Salé after the Moroccan Court of Cassation had found the decision null and void in 2016.

 On 19 July 2017, 19 of 23 (originally 25) were sentenced to life in prison, 30, 25 and 20 years. The main

evidence against them was confessions signed under torture, dating back to their preliminary arrest in 2010.

 On 25 November 2020, the Moroccan Court of Cassation confirmed the verdict rendered by the Appeals

Court, leaving no other option than royal pardon to free the defendants.

 In response to inhuman treatment, increased isolation, harassment and medical neglect, several Gdeim Izik

prisoners suffering from long-term arbitrary detention recently initiated hunger strikes.

Picture of the mother of Mohammed 

Lamin Haddi, Munina, in the 

campaign for his release 

On 25 January 2021, Mohammed Lamin contacted his family and stated that he had received death threats 

from the warden at Tifelt 2 prison. He was not heard from again until 22 March 2021 when he called his 

mother in an alarming state of health and informed her that he had been force-fed. During the entire hunger 

strike, Moroccan authorities denied that the hunger strike was taking place
20

 and the family never received

any news on his condition, despite sending letters to the Moroccan Prison Directorate and attempting to 

visit.
21

From 15 June until 24 September 2021, Mohammed Lamin was effectively disappeared and denied

all contact with the outside world. Afterwards, the family learned that Mohammed Lamin had been held in 

complete isolation for seventy days in a cell that did not meet the required minimum health conditions, 

under constant supervision by guards who subjected him to daily provocations and intimidations. 

Mohammed Lamin subsequently initiated a second open hunger strike on 27 November 2021 that lasted for 

63 days, but his situation did not change with the family reporting continued physical and psychological 

torture. 

On 1 March 2022, the Gdeim Izik prisoner Mohammed Bourial also went 

on an open hunger strike in protest of his long-term solitary confinement, 

as well as against the harassment and medical neglect he suffers. He ended 

it on 16 March 2022. 

Most recently and on 1 April 2022, Hassan Eddah and Hussein Ezzaoui 

commenced on an open hunger strike. and were quickly placed in isolation 

cells, and under close surveillance by prison guards of Kenitra prison. This 

strike continues to this day. Both are members of the Gdeim Izik Group 

and are held in the Moroccan prison of Kenitra together with Ahmed Sbaai, 

Naama Asfari, Adbalahi Lakfawni and Elbachir Boutinguiza. 

Both activists still suffer from the physical effects of torture they endured 

during their arrest in 2010, as well as health complications caused by prior 

hunger strikes. Due to this, their health is quickly deteriorating. On 8 April, 

the family of Hussein reported that he has already lost 5 kg and suffer from 

severe headaches, nausea, and dizziness. 

The family of Hassan reported that he suffers from pain at the kidney level, 

and that the examining doctor informed that he is likely to have kidney 

failure, posing a danger to his psychological and physical safety. Prior to commencing the strike, and on the 

24 and 25 of March, Hassan Dah was summoned by the prison director and informed that any actions that he 

and Hussein Ezzaoui took would be met with retaliation against them. 

20 Article descripting statements made by the Moroccan minister to the United Nations wherein the minister denies the hunger strike: 

https://ar.le360.ma/politique/175767#.YDes3BVolkQ.whatsapp 
21 See video of the family trying to visit Mohammed Lamin: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jZAxrDSJMuA&feature=youtu.be 
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The Gdeim Izik Prisoners 

Cheik Banga 

Sentenced to 30 years. 

Held in Bouzakern Prison, 

481 km from El Aauin, 

Western Sahara. 

Subject to threats, 

intimidations, harassment 

and medical neglect. 

Underwent a 19-day 

hunger strike in 

September/October 2017.   

El Bachir Khadda 

Sentenced to 20 years.  

Held in Tifelt 2 Prison. 

1227 km from El Aauin, 

Western Sahara.  

Held in solitary 

confinement since 

September 2017 and is 

subject to threats, 

intimidations, harassment 

and medical neglect. 

Underwent a hunger 

strike for 33 days in 2017 

and for 43 days in 

October/November 2018. 

Brahim Ismaili 

Sentenced to life. 

Held in Ait Melloul 2 

Prison, 624 km from El 

Aauin, Western Sahara.  

Subject to threats, 

intimidations, harassment 

and medical neglect. 

Initiated an open hunger 

strike in 

November/December 2017 

that lasted for 37 days. 

Hassan Eddah 

Sentenced to 25 years.  

Held in Kenitra Prison, 

1233 km from El Aauin, 

Western Sahara.  

Subject to threats, 

intimidations, harassment 

and medical neglect. 

Went on two hunger 

strikes in 2017 lasting 19 

and 38 days.Been on a 

hunger strike since 1 

April 2022.  

Mohammed Lamin 

Haddi 

Sentenced to 25 years.  

Held in Tifelt 2 Prison, 

1227 km from El Aauin, 

Western Sahara.  

Held in solitary 

confinement since 

September 2017 and is 

subject to threats, 

intimidations, harassment 

and medical neglect. 

 

Mohammed Khouna 

Babait 

Sentenced to 25 years.  

Held in Bouzakern 

Prison, 481 km from El 

Aauin, Western Sahara.  

Subject to threats, 

intimidations, harassment 

and medical neglect. 

Abdallahi Toubali 

Sentenced to 20 years.  

Held in Bouzakarn prison, 

481 km from El Aauin, 

Western Sahara. 

Subject to threats, 

intimidations, harassment 

and medical neglect. 

Houcein Ezzaoui 

Sentenced to 25 years. 

Held in Kenitra Prison, 

1233 km. from El Aauin, 

Western Sahara. Subject 

to threats, intimidations, 

harassment and medical 

neglect. Been on a hunger 

strike since 1 April 2022. 

Haddi underwent a hunger strike for 18 days in 2017, 

and again in 2021 with the strikes lasting for 69 and 

63 days. 
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Abdallahi Lakfawni 

Sentenced to life.  

Held in Kenitra prison, 

1233 km. from El Aauin, 

Western Sahara.   

Subject to threats, 

intimidations, harassment 

and medical neglect 

Underwent a hunger 

strikes lasting for 33 days 

in March/April 2018. 

Sidi Abdallahi Abbahah 

Sentenced to life.  

Held in Tifelt 2 Prison, 

1227 km. from El Aauin, 

Western Sahara. 

Held in solitary 

confinement since 

September 2017 and is 

subject to threats, 

intimidations, harassment 

and medical neglect. 

Underwent a hunger 

strike for 10 days in 2017 

and for 33 days in 2018. 

Mohammed Bourial 

Sentenced to 30 years.  

Held in Ait Melloul 1 

Prison, 624 km from El 

Aauin, Western Sahara. 

Subject to threats, 

intimidations, harassment 

and medical neglect. 

Underwent a 33-days 

hunger strike in 2018, a 

30-day hunger strike in

2019 and 16 days strike in

March 2022.

Ahmed Sbaai 

Sentenced to life.  

Held in Kenitra Prison, 

1233 km. from El Aauin, 

Western Sahara.   

Subject to threats, 

intimidations, harassment 

and medical neglect. 

Underwent a 10-day 

hunger strike in 2017. 

El Bachir Boutanguiza 

Sentenced to life.  

Held in Kenitra Prison, 

1233 km from El Aauin, 

Western Sahara.  

Subject to threats, 

intimidations, harassment 

and medical neglect. 

Underwent a hunger strike 

lasting for 33 days in 

March/April 2018 

Mohammed Embarek 

Lefkir 

Sentenced to 25 years.  

Held in Tan Tan Prison, 

308 km from El Aauin, 

Western Sahara. Subject 

to threats, intimidations, 

harassment and medical 

neglect. 

Underwent three hunger 

strikes in 2017 and 

another in 2018  

Sidahmed Lemjeyid 

Sentenced to life.  

Held in Ait Melloul 2 

Prison, 624 km from El 

Aauin, Western Sahara.  

Subject to threats, 

intimidations, harassment 

and medical neglect. 

Underwent a 27-days 

hunger strike in 

September/October 2017 

and in March 2018.  

Mohammed Thalil 

Sentenced to 20 years. 

Held in Oukasha Prison, 

1091 km. from El Aauin, 

Western Sahara. Subject 

to threats, intimidations, 

harassment and medical 

neglect. Underwent an 

open hunger strike in 

November 2017.  
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Mohammed Bani 

Sentenced to life.  

Held in Ait Melloul 2 

Prison, 624 km from El 

Aauin, Western Sahara.  

Subject to threats, 

intimidations, harassment 

and medical neglect. 

Underwent an open hunger 

strike in October / 

November 2017 and in 

March 2018. 

Abdeljalil Laroussi 

Sentenced to life.  

Held in Tan Tan Prison, 

X km from El Aauin, 

Western Sahara.  

Subject to threats, 

intimidations, harassment 

and medical neglect.  

Entered 48- hour warning 

strike after the transfer of 

2017. 

Eênama Asfari 

Sentenced to 30 years. 

Held in Kenitra Prison, 

1233 km from El Aauin, 

Western Sahara. 

Subject to threats, 

intimidations, harassment 

and medical neglect. 

Underwent an open hunger 

strike in both 2017 and 

2018.  
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ANNEX 

LIST OF SAHRAWI POLITICAL PRISONERS BY THE LEAGUE FOR THE PROTECTION OF SAHRAWI POLITICAL PRISONERS HELD 
WITHIN MOROCCAN PRISONS, MARCH 2022 

NUMBER NOM PRISON DATE 
D'ARRESTATION 

SENTENCE TRIBUNAL 
MILITAIRE 

CASSATION 1ER 
INSTANCE APPEL CASSATION 

1 MOHAMED BANI Ait Melloul 2 08/11/2010 Perpétuité 17/02/13 27/06/16 , 19/07/17 25/11/20 

2 ABDELLAHI ABHAH Tifelte 2 19/11/2010 Perpétuité 17/02/13 27/06/16 , 19/07/17 25/11/20 

3 BOUTANGIZA MOHAMED 
ELBACHIR Kenitra 19/11/2010 Perpétuité 17/02/13 27/06/16 , 19/07/17 25/11/20 

4 BRAHIM ISMAILI Ait Melloul 2 09/11/2010 Perpétuité 17/02/13 27/06/16 , 19/07/17 25/11/20 

5 ABDALAHI LAKHFAOUNI Kenitra 12/11/2010 Perpétuité 17/02/13 27/06/16 , 19/07/17 25/11/20 

6 SIDI AHMED LAMJAYED Ait Melloul 2 26/12/2010 Perpétuité 17/02/13 27/06/16 , 19/07/17 25/11/20 

7 LAAROUSI ABDELJALIL Tan Tan 12/11/2010 Perpétuité 17/02/13 27/06/16 , 19/07/17 25/11/20 

8 AHMED SBAI Kenitra 08/12/2010 Perpétuité 17/02/13 27/06/16 , 19/07/17 25/11/20 

9 NAAMA ASSFARI Kenitra 07/11/2010 30 ans 17/02/13 27/06/16 , 19/07/17 25/11/20 

10 BANGA CHIKH Bouzakern 08/11/2010 30 ans 17/02/13 27/06/16 , 19/07/17 25/11/20 

11 BOURIAL MOHAMED Ait Melloul 1 08/11/2010 30 ans 17/02/13 27/06/16 , 19/07/17 25/11/20 
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12 BABIT MOHAMED KHOUNA Bouzakern 08/11/2010 25 ans 17/02/13 27/06/16 , 19/07/17 25/11/20 

13 HASSAN DAH Kenitra 05/12/2010 25 ans 17/02/13 27/06/16 , 19/07/17 25/11/20 

14 ZAOUI LHOUSSEIN Kenitra 03/12/2010 25 ans 17/02/13 27/06/16 , 19/07/17 25/11/20 

15 HADI MOHAMED LAMIN Tifelte 2 23/11/2010 25 ans 17/02/13 27/06/16 , 19/07/17 25/11/20 

16 LAFKIR MOHAMED EMBAREK Tan Tan 12/12/2010 25 ans 17/02/13 27/06/16 , 19/07/17 25/11/20 

17 KHADA ELBACHIR Tifelte 2 05/12/2010 20 ans 17/02/13 27/06/16 , 19/07/17 25/11/20 

18 MOHAMED TAHLIL Oukasha / Casa 05/12/2010 20 ans 17/02/13 27/06/16 , 19/07/17 25/11/20 

19 TOUBALI ABDELLAH Bouzakern 02/12/2010 20 ans 17/02/13 27/06/16 , 20/07/17 25/11/20 

20 LAASIRI SALEK Asafi 15/10/2004 Perpétuité  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

, 

 2004, , 

21 YAHDIH MBAIRIK CHAKRAD Ait Melloul 1 29/09/2013 10 ans  12/06/2014 , 

22 YAHIA ElHAFED IAAZA Khourigba 01/03/2008 15 ans 09/12/08  
24/06/2009 , 

23 DADA MOHAMED Ait Melloul 1 29/02/2016 10 ans 06/07/17 10/04/18 09/03/21 

24 ABDELMOULA HAFIDI Ait Melloul 1 26/06/2016 10 ans 06/07/17 10/04/18 09/03/21 

25 ELKANTAWOUI ELBAR Bouzakern 24/01/2016 10 ans 06/07/17 10/04/18 09/03/21 

26 ELWAHIDI AZIZ Bouzakern 24/01/2016 10 ans 06/07/17 10/04/18 09/03/21 

27 LHOUSSINE LBACHIR 
AMAADOUR Ait Melloul 1 19/01/2019 12 ans 26/11/19 21/10/20 , 

28 ESALEK ABDI MBAREK Bouzakern 07/06/2019 5 ans 25/09/19 26/11/19 , 
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29 BRAHIM AHMED EL AARBI 
FARTAT Bouzakern 28/03/2014 15 ans 20/06/2014, , 

30 NOURDINNE MLY ABDELFATTAH 
KAISS 

Loudaya 
Marrakech 10/02/2014 10 ans ,07/03/2014 , 

31 KHATRI BOUJAMAA DADDA Ait Melloul 2 25/12/2019 20 ans 04/03/20 12/05/20 , 

32 GHALI BOUHALA Ait Melloul 1 11/02/2021 18 mois 08/03/21 29/04/21 , 

33 ESABI YAHDIH Smara 27/05/2021 2 ans 29/07/21 22/10/21 , 

34 HAYOUN DAALI Tantan 25/02/2021 18 mois , 

35 BDAHI MOHAMED AHMED Tantan 25/02/2021 18 mois , 

36 BAYA AYOUB Tantan 25/02/2021 18 mois , 

37 HAMZA AAYAD BOUHRIGA Bouzakern 14/09/2021 
07 

Mois 30/11/2021 

38 JAMAL LEHSSEN AHROUCH Bouzakern 14/09/2021 15 Mois 30/11/2021 

39 Aabidin Mohamed Fadel Elbar Lakhel / El Aaiun 10/01/2022 4 ans 13/01/2022 

40 Laaroussi Brahim Essalem Aila Lakhel / El Aaiun 10/01/2022 4 ans 13/01/2022 

41 Hamdanna Mohamed Baali Lakhel / El Aaiun 20/12/2022 18 Mois 26/01/2022 

42 Mohamed laghdaf Haidi Lakhel / El Aaiun 18/12/2022 12 mois 26/01/2022 

43 Faisal Ali Salem Bahia 
Oukacha/ 

Casablanca 2 ans 24/12/2021 
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