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RE. GE VERNOVA’S REPORTED PARTICIPATION IN GREEN HYDROGEN PROJECT 

OCCUPIED WESTERN SAHARA  
 

Dear Mr Strazik, 

 

Western Sahara Resource Watch is privileged to present you with our compliments. We are writing to inquire 

about GE’s press release announcing that GE Vernova has signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the 

Moroccan electricity and water utility ONEE and the Moroccan King’s energy firm Nareva “to decarbonize 

Laäyoune power plant, in Morocco”.1 

 

The release reads that “Under the agreement, ONEE, Nareva and GE Vernova will undertake techno-economic 

evaluation studies to convert the 99 megawatts (MW) Laâyoune Thermal Power Plant, currently fueled by 

heavy oil fuel to hydrogen.” That hydrogen power plant is to be powered by three GE Vernova 6B heavy-duty 

gas turbines, the text states. 

 

We have questions about this concerning development, which we hope you will have a chance to answer. 

Please find them further down in this letter. 

 

First, for context, “Laâyoune” – Morocco’s preferred styling of El Aaiún – is the capital city of Western Sahara, 

considered by the United Nations to be a Non-Self-Governing Territory without an administering power 

appointed to it, still to complete the process of decolonisation.2 The International Court of Justice has 

confirmed that Morocco has no sovereignty over the territory, and that the people of Western Sahara have a 

right to self-determination – the right to determine the future status of the territory.3 In 1988, the UN was 

able to broker a ceasefire arrangement between Morocco and the Western Sahara liberation movement, 

Polisario, in which both parties agreed to hold a referendum on self-determination.4 To that goal, a UN mission 

(MINURSO) has been deployed to the territory, but it has not been able to organise a referendum as Morocco 

continues to block any effort that offers a choice beyond integration.  

 

While well over a hundred of UN Resolutions, and rulings by the International Court of Justice, the European 

Court of Justice5 and the African Court on Human and People’s Rights6, all underline that Morocco has no 

sovereignty or administering mandate over Western Sahara, Morocco continues to militarily control about 

 

1 GE, 30.01.2024, “ONEE, Nareva and GE Vernova sign MOU to decarbonize Laâyoune power plant, in Morocco; A first-of-its kind 

transition to green hydrogen in Africa”,  

https://www.ge.com/news/press-releases/onee-nareva-and-ge-vernova-sign-mou-to-decarbonize-laayoune-power-plant-in-morocco-a 
2 United Nations, Non-Self-Governing Territories, https://www.un.org/dppa/decolonization/en/nsgt  
3 International Court of Justice, Western Sahara, https://www.icj-cij.org/case/61 
4 The “settlement proposals” are included in the Report of the UN Secretary General on Western Sahara of June 1990, available here: 
https://minurso.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/unsg_report_18_june_1990.pdf 
5 The Rulings for cases T-512/12, T-180/14, C-266/16, T-275/18 and combined cases T-344/19, T-356/19 and T-279/19 can be 

accessed at the site of the EU Court of Justice, http://curia.europa.eu. 
6 African Court on Human and People’s Rights, 22.09.2022, Ruling on Application N° 028/2018 https://www.african-

court.org/cpmt/storage/app/uploads/public/632/e0f/3ad/632e0f3ad580e748464681.pdf 

GE Vernova   

Att: Scott Strazik, Chief Executive Officer  

5 Necco St, Boston, MA 02210, USA  
 

Brussels, 05.02.2024 
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three-quarters of the territory. Incentivized by its exploitation of the territory’s resources, Morocco has little 

interest to genuinely take part in the UN-mediated peace process. Meanwhile, the lingering conflict continues 

to have a high human and humanitarian cost: over 170,000 Saharawis are stuck in refugee camps in 

neighbouring Algeria, surviving in harsh desert conditions and dwindling humanitarian aid. Saharawis who 

live under the yoke of Morocco’s occupation are victims of serious human rights violations that have been 

reported by the UN Human Rights Committee, UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention, the UN Special 

Rapporteur on Human Rights Defenders, in addition to credible international organisations such as Human 

Rights Watch, Amnesty International, and others. Just last year, the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights 

lamented the fact that his Office has not been allowed to visit Western Sahara for the last eight years.7  

 

The status of the territory comes with repercussions for business activities. As established in 2002 by the UN 

Legal Counsel at the request of the Security Council, the Swede Hans Corell, any economic activity in the 

territory would be in violation of international law if not undertaken in accordance with the wishes and the 

interests of the people of the territory.8 In seven consecutive rulings, the Court of Justice of the European 

Union has concluded that Morocco has no sovereignty over Western Sahara, nor any international mandate 

to administer it, as the territory is separate and distinct from Morocco. As a consequence, the Court ruled, 

EU agreements with Morocco cannot be extended to Western Sahara in a lawful manner, unless with the 

explicit consent of the people of the territory – the latter being the natural corollary of the people of Western 

Sahara’s right to self-determination.9  

 

We also refer to the conclusions of the UN Treaty Body on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights10 and of the 

UN Human Rights Committee11, which have both emphasized the need of obtaining the Saharawi people’s 

“consent to the realization of developmental projects and [resource] extraction operations”. 

 

Given that framework, we would be grateful if you could provide an answer to the following questions: 

 

1. Has GE Vernova obtained the express consent of the people of Western Sahara, through their 

UN-recognised representative the Frente Polisario, for the project that it intends to develop in 

Western Sahara?  

a. If not, why?  

2. We note that the press release refers to El Aaiún as being in “Morocco”.  

a. Why? 

b. Will this factual mistake be corrected on your website, so that the terminology is in line 

with the one used by the United Nations, the European Union, the Court of Justice of 

the European Union and the African Union? 

3. How does GE Vernova assess the legal status of Morocco vis-à-vis Western Sahara? 

4. What is GE Vernova’s assessment of the legal status of Morocco’s presence in parts of Western 

Sahara under international law? 

a. Does Morocco have sovereignty over Western Sahara? 

b. Is Morocco the administering power of Western Sahara as defined by the UN Charter? 

If yes, please explain how GE Vernova has come to this conclusion.  

c. Is Morocco occupying parts of parts of Western Sahara under international 

humanitarian law? If so, can Morocco act directly through its national administration in 

Western Sahara or does it have to establish a separate and distinct military authority? 

5. In which legal capacity does a Moroccan state agency sign contracts with GE Vernova? Is 

Moroccan domestic law the applicable law to those permissions or contracts?   

 
7 OHCHR, 07.03.2023, GLOBAL UPDATE: HIGH COMMISSIONER OUTLINES CONCERNS IN OVER 40 COUNTRIES, 

HTTPS://WWW.OHCHR.ORG/EN/STATEMENTS-AND-SPEECHES/2023/03/GLOBAL-UPDATE-HIGH-COMMISSIONER-OUTLINES-

CONCERNS-OVER-40-COUNTRIES 
8 UN Security Council, 12.02.2002, Letter dated 29 January 2002 from the Under-Secretary-General for Legal Affairs, the Legal 

Counsel, addressed to the President of the Security Council, S/2002/161, https://undocs.org/S/2002/161 
9 See footnote 5.  
10 UN Economic and Social Council, 22.10.2015, Concluding Observations on the fourth periodic report of Morocco, 

E/C.12/MAR/CO/4*, §6, 

https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=E%2fC.12%2fMAR%2fCO%2f4&Lang=en 
11 UN Human Rights Committee, 01.12.2016, Concluding Observations on the sixth periodic report of Morocco, §10, 

https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CCPR/C/MAR/CO/6&Lang=En 
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6. How does GE Vernova assess the legal validity of a contract with a Moroccan state agency and 

a firm owned by the Moroccan king for a project in Western Sahara, when Morocco has no 

sovereignty, administering power or jurisdiction over the territory? 

 

 

To be transparent, we also wish to inform that we are about to write an article on our website 

www.wsrw.org in relation to GE Vernova’s announcement of its involvement in Morocco’s energy plans 

in occupied Western Sahara. In view thereof, we would appreciate an answer to this letter before 14 

February 2024, allowing us to correctly reflect your stance. 

 

For the record, WSRW wrote to General Electric Company on 05.10.202112, 10.11.202113 and 

15.05.202314 and has to date only received a reply on 20.10.202115,  which did not respond to any of the 

questions asked by WSRW, some of which are now also addressed in our letter to GE Vernova. 

 

We thank you in advance for your consideration of our questions, and we look forward to hearing from 

you. 

 
Sincerely 

Sara Eyckmans    

Coordinator, Western Sahara Resource Watch   

coordinator@wsrw.org      

 
12 https://vest-sahara.s3.amazonaws.com/wsrw/feature-images/File/445/61a79a7c4cc1d_20211005WSRW-
GERenewableEnergy.pdf  
13 https://vest-sahara.s3.amazonaws.com/wsrw/feature-images/File/446/61a79ac6a65ab_20211110WSRW-
GE.pdf  
14 https://vest-sahara.s3.amazonaws.com/wsrw/feature-images/File/1394/646338ed09a76_20230515WSRW-
GEVernova.pdf  
15 https://vest-sahara.s3.amazonaws.com/wsrw/feature-images/File/1415/6469fc1395ed9_GeneralElectric-
WSRW_20.10.2021.pdf  

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
https://vest-sahara.s3.amazonaws.com/wsrw/feature-images/File/445/61a79a7c4cc1d_20211005WSRW-GERenewableEnergy.pdf
https://vest-sahara.s3.amazonaws.com/wsrw/feature-images/File/445/61a79a7c4cc1d_20211005WSRW-GERenewableEnergy.pdf
https://vest-sahara.s3.amazonaws.com/wsrw/feature-images/File/446/61a79ac6a65ab_20211110WSRW-GE.pdf
https://vest-sahara.s3.amazonaws.com/wsrw/feature-images/File/446/61a79ac6a65ab_20211110WSRW-GE.pdf
https://vest-sahara.s3.amazonaws.com/wsrw/feature-images/File/1394/646338ed09a76_20230515WSRW-GEVernova.pdf
https://vest-sahara.s3.amazonaws.com/wsrw/feature-images/File/1394/646338ed09a76_20230515WSRW-GEVernova.pdf
https://vest-sahara.s3.amazonaws.com/wsrw/feature-images/File/1415/6469fc1395ed9_GeneralElectric-WSRW_20.10.2021.pdf
https://vest-sahara.s3.amazonaws.com/wsrw/feature-images/File/1415/6469fc1395ed9_GeneralElectric-WSRW_20.10.2021.pdf

