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RE. POTENTIAL SHIPMENT OF WIND TURBINES FROM CUXHAVEN TO OCCUPIED 

WESTERN SAHARA  
 

 

 

Dear Mr Bruch, 
 
We are writing to inquire about a possible shipment of wind turbines from the Siemens factory in Cuxhaven 

to Dakhla, in occupied Western Sahara. We would be grateful for your answers to the questions raised by 

this shipment. 

 

Our data indicates that the cargo vessel Breb Cuxhaven (IMO 9421142) called into the port of Dakhla on 8 

October 2023. The vessel had departed from Cuxhaven with its cargo and had a brief stopover in 

Casablanca in Morocco proper. After departing Dakhla on 13 October, the vessel went to Agadir, Morocco. 

 

1. Can Siemens Energy confirm the cargo aboard the Breb Cuxhaven had Dakhla as its final 

destination? 

a. If so, was this a single shipment, or will there be further shipments to Dakhla? 

b. If so, which project in occupied Western Sahara will be supplied with these windmills? 

 

In addition, we take the liberty to reiterate a number of questions that we’ve put to different entities in the 

Siemens structure several times before, all in relation to Siemens’ supplies of wind turbines to different 

projects by the Moroccan government in occupied Western Sahara.  

 

Regretfully, we’ve not yet received an answer to any of them. 

2. SGRE has on several occasions referred to an “external legal opinion reviewed in February 2020”. 

Siemens Energy stated at its 2023 AGM that “the legal opinions have assessed the situation in 

Western Sahara with regard to Siemens Gamesa's business activities. The legal opinions have 

comprehensively discussed the relevant legal issues and concluded that Siemens Gamesa's 

activities in Western Sahara are in compliance with applicable law.” 

a. Will this legal opinion or opinions be made available for the public, including the people of 

Western Sahara? If not, why? 

b. Who authored the legal opinion? 

3. At the 2023 AGM, the board of Siemens Energy stated that “Siemens Energy and Siemens Gamesa 

always act in accordance with applicable laws. Siemens Energy and Siemens Gamesa also fulfil 

existing obligations under valid contracts in accordance with the law.” This statement has been 

made several times by different entities in the Siemens structure, throughout the years, without 

ever specifying the following: 

a. Which legal framework is referred to with “applicable law”? 

b. Which is the legal framework governing the validity of the contract? 
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4. Another statement that has been repeated over time by different Siemens entities, and again on 

Siemens Energy’s 2023 AGM, is that “Siemens Energy or Siemens Gamesa do not have the 

mandate to take a political position on such issues or to confirm a territorial status.” 

a. Would Siemens Energy qualify entering into a contract with Russia for deliveries to 

occupied Ukrainian territories where they will be used in a project that is owned by the 

Russian government, a non-political act? 

b. When asked at the 2023 AGM whether it would withdraw from the territory, Siemens 

Energy responded that it “fulfils its obligations under the valid contracts from 2015, 

always in accordance with legal requirements. This also applies to projects located on the 

territory of Western Sahara. We can only repeat that the primacy of politics applies here.” 

How does that primacy of politics align with not taking a political position? 

5. At the 2023 AGM, the question was raised - again - whether Siemens had sought the consent of 

the UN recognised representation for Western Sahara, the Polisario Front, for its activities in 

Western Sahara. The company responded that “we have no direct contacts with representatives of 

the Frente Polisario, and there are no plans to do so at present.” In 2021, Siemens Energy stated 

that “SGRE has not held talks with political representatives outside the government”. Siemens 

Gamesa stated in 2021 that “SGRE engages with local civil society organizations, Saharawi people 

representatives present in the region in this case”.  

a. How does choosing to engage with the Moroccan government over the UN recognised 

representation of the people of Western Sahara, for a project in Western Sahara, align 

with not taking a political position? 

b. As Siemens asserts to support the position of the UN, why would it opt to ignore the UN-

recognised representation of the people of the territory, and instead engage with other 

entities? 

c. Which “Saharawi people representatives” has Siemens engaged with? 

6. Both Siemens Energy and SGRE have stated that they “refrain, as a matter of policy, from taking 

positions or making judgments on questions of international law as well as political matters”: 

a. When concluding to be in a legal position to enter into an agreement with a government 

for a territory over which it has no sovereignty or administering mandate – according to 

the UN and international courts – does it not entail that your company has taken a 

position on international law? 

b. On 2 September 2020, SGRE published a press release stating its delivery to Boujdour 

“located in the South of Morocco”.1 Will Siemens rectify this factually wrong and politically 

controversial statement, where your company has taken political side with the Moroccan 

party to the conflict?  

7. Siemens Energy states at its 2023 AGM that “as a matter of principle, Siemens Energy conducts a 

human rights due diligence review for all projects where this is mandatory due to defined risk 

criteria.”  

a. Will Siemens Energy release its human rights due diligence analysis for public scrutiny? 

b. How - if at all - does the assessment relate to the right to self-determination? 

c. Taking into account that SGRE places the Boujdour assignment in the wrong country - 

does the due diligence at all relate to the fact that Morocco has no sovereignty over the 

territory? 

8. SGRE stated to us in writing on 7 April 2021 that “in terms of the right to self-determination of 

people, the installation and servicing of a wind farm under SGRE’s scope of work does not prevent 

local population from such right”, adding that the project does not take away anything from the 

“local population”, that “the equipment supplied by SGRE is not contrary to the interests of the 

local population” and that the “local population shall benefit” from SGRE’s “contribution”. We 

submit that the population in Western Sahara consists largely of Moroccan settlers and military, 

 
1 https://www.siemensgamesa.com/en-int/-/media/siemensgamesa/downloads/en/investors-and-

shareholders/inside-information-communications/2020/20200902-ip-boujdour-eng-def.pdf 
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while the people of the territory are today a minority in their own homeland, with larger numbers 

now residing outside of the territory (in refugee camps and elsewhere). 

a. Which body of law, according to Siemens, establishes that a non-self-governing territory’s 

“population” is relevant when it comes to the fulfilment of the right to self-determination of 

the people of that very territory?  

b. If SGRE agrees that a people of a non-self-governing territory has a right to self-

determination, why does it argue referring to the “local population”, who are primarily 

Moroccan settlers? 

c. What is the legal relevance of potential benefits of a project, when no consent was sought 

or obtained from the people with the sovereign rights to the territory? 

 

9. SGRE states it supports the position of the UN “which has consistently called on the parties 

involved to reach a mutually acceptable political solution”. How does entering into business deals 

with a company owned by one of the parties to the conflict – for the development of infrastructure 

in the conflict zone – contribute to encouraging that party to find a solution? 

 

10. Why has Siemens Gamesa chosen not to report on installations that it has undertaken in Western 

Sahara, in its “Estado de información no financiera consolidado 2022”, Table 10?2  

Finally, we wish to repeat our disappointment regarding Siemens’ participation in the construction of energy 

infrastructure in occupied Western Sahara. It is highly damaging for the UN peace process and in disregard 

of the Saharawi people’s right to self-determination. We demand that all such projects be terminated 

immediately, and that no further shipments are made to the territory, unless permission has been given by 

UN-recognised representation of the Saharawi people.  

Thank you in advance for your consideration of our concerns and questions. We look forward to your reply, 

preferably before 14 December. To be transparent, we wish to inform you that we will publish this letter and 

your potential response on our website. 
 

We look forward to hearing from you and thank you in advance for your consideration of our request. 

  
 

Sincerely 

Sara Eyckmans  

Coordinator 

Western Sahara Resource Watch 

coordinator@wsrw.org  

 

 
 
 
  

 
2 https://www.siemensgamesa.com/es-es/-

/media/siemensgamesa/downloads/es/sustainability/siemens-gamesa-consolidated-non-financial-

statement-2022-es.pdf  
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