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REGARDING IFM EQUIPMENT IN OCCUPIED WESTERN SAHARA  
 
 
Dear Sirs and Madams 
 
Western Sahara Resource Watch (WSRW) is again privileged to write to you. We refer to the letter we 

sent to your company on 9 June 2021. Please find that letter here:  

https://vest-sahara.s3.amazonaws.com/wsrw/feature-images/File/490/61e818a97e7e8_WSRW-

IFM_09.06.2021.pdf 

 

That letter spells out the highly problematic aspects of Morocco’s illegal plunder of the phosphate 

reserves of occupied Western Sahara, and why we believe it is not right for companies to assist in these 

activities. As we did not hear back from you, we sent the letter again on 6 January 2022.  

 

We are pleased to see declarations from your company posted on Twitter today, 13 April 2022. We 

hope this can be the start of a fruitful dialogue, and that we can together sort out any sort of 

misunderstandings over the matter. 

 

The tweets read (our translation):  

1) ”The claim that we are involved in the maintenance of a conveyor belt in Western Sahara is not 

true. We are not involved in any company that operates a conveyor belt there, nor do we 

maintain one.” 

https://twitter.com/ifmelectronic/status/1514145737562542082?s=20&t=LkEM4zxWQKUS2

aE0Xt1stA  

 

2) “Of course, in many cases we do not know exactly where our customers use the purchased ifm 

products. Under no circumstances can a delivery of products be regarded as the operation or 

maintenance of a machine or system of our customers.” 

https://twitter.com/ifmelectronic/status/1514145855250575365?s=20&t=LkEM4zxWQKUS2

aE0Xt1stA 

 

3) In this context, we refer to our company philosophy, which was published in 1990. There it 

says, among other things: "ifm will not develop, manufacture or sell any products that are used 

directly for military or weapons purposes." 

ifm electronic gmbh  
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These three tweets clarify some – but not all – of our concerns, and they raise new questions. Nuances 

in the way the tweets can be interpreted, mean that they don’t clearly respond to our concerns. We 

would be grateful for your answer to the following questions. 

 

Questions that remain unanswered from our earlier correspondence:  

1. What kind of ifm equipment is installed in the Bou Craa conveyor belt system?  

2. Does ifm have an agreement (with OCP or with other third parties) that involves supplies of  

equipment to the Bou Craa mine in Western Sahara? 

a) If affirmative, when was the agreement signed and when will it expire?  

b) If affirmative, what ifm products are part of this agreement?  

c) If affirmative, does the agreement include ifm installing and/or servicing the equipment? 

d) If affirmative, what has ifm done to seek and obtain the prior consent from the UN 

recognized representative of the people of Western Sahara, Polisario Front?  

e) If affirmative, will ifm ascertain to not to renew the agreement upon its expiration? 

3. A map on the website www.ifm.com includes Western  

Sahara as part of Moroccan territory. Will this map be  

amended so that it is in line with UN cartography 

(https://www.un.org/Depts/Cartographic/map/profile/africa.pdf) 

and in accordance with the decisions of the EU Court of Justice? 

 

New questions arising from the tweets published today:  

4. When was ifm first informed that your delivery was in fact installed – or going to be installed – at 

the mentioned conveyor belt in Western Sahara, and not in Morocco? 

5. Does the contract specify the location where the equipment will be used?  

6. Has staff of ifm visited the Bou Craa conveyor belt as part of the installation of the ifm equipment? 

7. Has ifm ever delivered equipment directly to an address or port in Western Sahara?  

8. Is ifm contractually committed to undertake further supplies to the same client?  

9. Will ifm seek to obtain guarantees that when selling products to this client, that its equipment 

should not be used in the territory that Morocco holds under foreign occupation?  

10. Will ifm consider to put in place a policy that it will not allow clients to use its equipment in 

territories held under illegal foreign occupation? 

 

Thank you in advance for these additional clarifications. We look forward to hearing from you. 

Kind regards 

 

Tim Sauer 

Western Sahara Resource Watch 

 


